circumstances) designed to lessen the punishment which
the CJSTC will impose, such as length of service with your
agency, character references and work history. The PBA
attorneys are familiar with the types of reasons the
Commission will consider appropriate for determining a fair
punishment in your case or mitigating factors which
support reducing a recommended punishment to a lesser
one. It is important you use them!

An informal hearing is conducted in front of the full
Commission during the disciplinary portion of its meetings.
One of the CJSTC’s prosecuting attorneys will present the
case and recommend a punishment. You and your PBA
attorney will then be given an opportunity to present your
position on the punishment to be imposed by the

Commission. Once the presentations are made, the CISTC
will impose its punishment against you in your presence.

Summary

The Florida PBA hopes that you have acquired a better
understanding of the CJSTC disciplinary review process as a
result of this series of articles. If you have learned only
one thing about the process, we hope it is this: if
you receive a letter or notice from CJSTC do not
ignore it; instead, pick up the telephone and contact
your local or state PBA as soon as possible so we can
begin to assist you!

Thanks for listening. Stay safe! @

Actions Speak Louder Than Words -

Part 2

n the first part of this series, the Florida PBA
; 7 discussed the services it provides (as in “REALLY”
provides) members under its legal defense benefit
policy. Clearly, the legal defense services provided by the
PBA are unparalleled in comparison to those “promised” by
other law enforcement organizations.

A second area of legal services provided by the Florida
PBA which is unparalleled is representation before the
Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission.

Once again, this is a service which is provided at no cost to
the member because it is already included in your dues.
This is service provided through experienced legal counsel
with excellent reputations. Some of the attorneys are in-
house and some privately retained by the PBA to represent
you.

How is this representation different than the
representation provided by most other organizations? First,
our members are represented by attorneys, not non-
attorneys or so-called legal representatives. Second, our
attorneys are experienced. How experienced? Depending on

the number of PBA attorneys who are present at any one
time, they may have a collective 30-40 years of experience in
appearing before the Commission.

Better yet, go to a CJSTC meeting, ask the CJSTC staff,
the commissioners themselves or just listen. The PBA
attorneys are at every commission meeting, every probable
cause panel meeting if they have a member to represent and
every disciplinary workshop at which the disciplinary rules
for the CJSTC are being developed. They handle numerous
(as in lots of) probable cause and disciplinary cases each
meeting. They handle the cases effectively and clearly they
know what they are doing. They know what to say, when to
say it, what to present and, maybe more importantly, when
to shut up.

Simply put, when you are represented by a PBA attorney
in a CJSTC case, you are receiving some of the best and
most experienced legal representation available. This legal
representation is provided at no cost to you. This is not just
a promise, it is actual fact! Remember, our actions speak
louder than their words. @

ALLIED
HOME MORTGAGE
CAPITAL CORPORATION

A guy rushes into a bar,
orders four expensive 30-
year-old single malts and
has the bartender line them
up in front of him.

Then without pausing, he
quickly downs each one.

“Whew,” the barkeep
remarked, “you seem to be
in a hurry.”

“You would be too if you
had what | have.”

“What do you have?” the
bartender sympathetically
asked.

“Fifty cents.”

By
Féet Jotnson
gmam/ Cownsel

21 Law Drive, 2nd Floor ¢ Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

Phone: (973) 439-9567 * Fax: (973) 439-9568

Call About
The Customized Program for
Florida State PBA
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MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL CENTERS

Over 250,000 Borrowers

v Mortgages, Refinancing, Debt Consolidation*

v Pre-Approval, Fast Turn Around Time & Closing At Your Home
v FHA, VA, ARMs 30/60 Day Locks Available
Daily: 8am - 8pm & v Offering Solutions For All Borrowers
Sat/Sun: 10am - 4pm ¢ Credit Problems Handled
v Toll-Free “Hotline” Designed For Law Enforcement Personnel
e Personalized Service
v Offices Nationwide Licensed in 50 States
THINKING ABOUT v Competitive Rates
REFINANCING?  * $350pL e Patd Closing Cosian
ender Paid Closing Costs
CALL US! &
v $450 Application Fee Waived
v Complimentary Pre-Approval Certificate

*For Homeowners "Credited at closing.
Certain Restrictions May Apply

(866) 330-6200

(Florida PBA Program Administrators)
www.mortgageusaloans.com
Email: jlewis@alliedhomenet.com

Website:

We Applaud The Courageous Efforts Of Our Officers

Licensed Mortgage Banker- NJ Department of Banking and Insurance, NYS Banking Dept., Licensed by the Pennsylvania Dept. of Banking
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www.BuyPBA.com

PBA products now
24-hours a day.

Great Prices! Great Products!
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The officially endorsed Florida PBA website to purchase
all of your PBA wearables & other products is now online.
We carry dozens of custom PBA products such as: t-shirts,
jackets, handcuff keys, caps and more.

Visit www.buypba.com or call 888-FL-COPS-5
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