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A Message From the President of the 

It’s all about relationships!

John Park
I

t’s interesting to hear people discuss politics and
politicians. Most people don’t have anything nice to
say about either, most likely because they don’t really

understand the dynamics of politics. Maybe that is why so
many people choose not to get involved with politics or
politicians.  NEWSFLASH!  Politicians control almost
everything and if they are not regularly held accountable—
their actions may ultimately hurt you and your family.

“Politics” is nothing more than
establishing key relationships involving
authority or power for purposes of making
and implementing decisions affecting
many others.

A “politician” is an individual who is
usually recognized and active in ways to
influence crucial decision-making that affects you and your
family.

“Career politicians” often make politics their main source
of income, yet face re-election every few years so they are less
likely to make bold decisions or side with an unpopular issue—
even if it is the right thing to do. This has created the need for
term limits!

Politics is observed in relationships outside of government,
including business, academic, religious and even family
institutions. Like it or not, you are involved in politics every
day!

My staff and I make no apology
that we are politicians (of sorts) in
our roles as Central Florida PBA
(CFPBA) leaders. We must be
politicians establishing key
relationships with those in power to
“make a difference.”

As most LEO’s “complain
discreetly” amongst each other about
poor pay, treatment and morale—the
CFPBA leaders “campaign openly” to
the public and our various
community, business and law
enforcement leaders about these
same issues that negatively affect
you and your families. Complaining
quietly amongst yourselves only stirs
up more negativity and rumors that
divide us for easier conquering. Then,
wayward management becomes more
empowered and emboldened to
conquer us as we are now easy and
divided targets!

Have you ever heard the
expression, “Whoever has the most
toys... wins?”  In politics, whoever
has the most influential and well-
established relationships... wins.
How about this expression, “If you

can’t beat them—join them!”  Why not consider becoming a
bigger and better political force than the person in power who
is hurting you and your family?  Your local PBA is a powerful
political force regularly voicing your concerns within our
established relationships with community, business and law
enforcement leaders, as well as the public and media.  Please
join our strong and influential political team, even if only for
your own cause to enhance law enforcement pay, benefits,

work conditions and morale!
If you want the most out of your local

PBA, I highly suggest establishing
relationships with the PBA leaders and
getting involved. Please note that
membership fear and complacency can
hurt PBA's efforts to improve pay, benefits,

work conditions and morale for our members.  Therefore,
please stop merely complaining and start actually campaigning
to help us make things better in your workplace. If only a few
people stand up for what is right, they (and most others) will
get knocked down. However, if many of us stand for what is
right, most of us will remain standing. Eventually, we may lose
a few battles but we will win the war!

We hope to see you at the next PBA function that is
most effective when you are there to help us... help you!

FLORIDA PBA OFFICES

Any PBA member seeking assistance or legal service can go to
any PBA office throughout the State!
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NORTHWEST
FLORIDA CHAPTER
163 East Burgess Road
Pensacola, FL 32503

850.505.9900
1.800.290.1009

FAX: 850.505.9841

PINELLAS COUNTY PBA
14141 46th Street N

Suite 1205
Clearwater, FL 33762

727.532.1722
1.877.968.7722

FAX: 727.530.4816

WEST CENTRAL
FLORIDA PBA

412 E. Madison Street, Suite 1102
Tampa, FL 33602-4618

813.225.1300
1.800.267.9201

FAX: 813.225.1344

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA CHAPTER
2075 Main Street, Suite 4

Sarasota, FL 34237
941.366.1436 ❖ 1.800.817.2677

FAX: 941.366.1447

STATE CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS
CHAPTER

486 North Temple Avenue
Starke, FL 32091

904.964.4442 ❖ 1.800.706.2677
FAX: 904.964.6154

COASTAL FLORIDA PBA
1660 Tomoka Farms Road

Port Orange, FL 32128
386.258.7579

1.800.625.5451
FAX: 386.258.3312

CENTRAL FLORIDA
CHAPTER

7429 W. Colonial Dr.
Highland Lakes Town Ctr.

Orlando, FL 32818
407.522.3696

1.800.823.5355
FAX: 407.522.3699

PALM BEACH
COUNTY PBA

2100 N. Florida Mango Rd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

561.689.3745
1.800.775.0911

FAX: 561.687.0154

BROWARD COUNTY PBA
2650 West State Road 84
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312

954.584.7600
FAX: 954.583.0405

DADE COUNTY PBA
10680 PBA Memorial Blvd.

Doral, FL 33172
305.593.0044

FAX: 305.593.1901

FLORIDA PBA OFFICE
300 East Brevard Street

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1218
850.222.3329 ❖ 1.800.733.3722

FAX: 850.561.0192

“Like it or not, you
are involved in
politics every day.”Top Ten Things

You Never Want to
Hear Coming Out

of Your Daughter’s
New Boyfriend’s

Mouth
1. “Nice to meet... Hey!

Didn’t you lock me up on
a drunk and disorderly
once?”

2. “Your daughter has been
really great about getting
me back into rehab, and
I can’t thank you enough
for paying those bills.”

3. “I know we didn’t plan to
have dinner tonight, but I
was hoping I could come
by anyway. [Sounds of
sirens.] I kind of need to
get off the road for a
while.”

4. “Wow, a nice house like
this must have a pretty
sophisticated alarm
system!”

5. “The best thing is she
gets along great with my
kids and my wife.”

6. “O.J. Simpson, pleased
to meet you.”

7. “No one understands
polygamy and that’s why
it gets such a bad rap.”

8. “I’m gonna need $500
this week. That’s just for
the vig, though, so I was
hoping you could pick up
some overtime details at
the mall.”

9. “I wouldn’t worry about it.
Those HIV tests are
pretty unreliable.”

10. “We just got evicted. Get
the guest room ready.”

Stay informed
and up-to-date

on law
enforcement

issues. Sign up
for E-PBA! See

Page 6.
“No, they left the money, but, they
siphoned all our gas...”


