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S
ept. 8 is graduation day for the FWC’s Law
Enforcement Academy. Of the 48 recruits going
through 29 weeks of rigorous training, those with

the nerve, skill and drive to earn their FWC badges will take
their oath and venture into a challenging and rewarding
career.

They will join a force of some of the most highly trained
law enforcement officers in Florida. They spent their first 20
weeks at the academy earning certification as police officers
and then undertook nine more weeks of
specialized training to hone their skills
in conservation law enforcement.

It’s an impressive sight when, one-
by-one, these hand-picked men and
women cross the stage at the graduation
ceremony in their crisp new uniforms –
walking up the steps as recruits and
walking back down the other side as duly
sworn officers. They face enormous
responsibilities to protect one of the
most complex and delicate 
ecosystems in the world.

They always look confident, because
they are. They sit through long hours of
classes, busily taking notes about
conservation laws, species identification
and vessel-accident investigation. They
learn survival skills to serve them in
wilderness areas and on the water, and they master human
tracking techniques. They enter their careers armed with
modern forensic investigation techniques that officers never
dreamed of a few years ago. They learn from lawyers about
search-and-seizure laws. They learn self defense and firearm
skills from experts.

FWC officers even have to subdue an 8-foot alligator with

their bare hands and a roll of electrical tape to measure up to
the standards required of this agency’s officers.

The physical tests, the 300-yard swimming test, the 1.5-
mile running test, countless pushups and sit-ups on top of the
mental challenges and discipline standards of the FWC
academy transform these recruits into an elite force to carry
out their awesome mission.

These officers will spend their first year on probation in
assignments across the state. Their personal conduct and

professional development will be under
constant scrutiny and supervision,
because there are proud traditions behind
them, and those traditions must become
part of who they are.

When one of these new officers
checks your fishing license, you can be
sure you are dealing with a professional
who chose a career that requires
dedication, courage and integrity. They
will rescue people in danger; they will
wrestle down and handcuff a belligerent
felon when they have to; and they will
see things that will break their hearts.
Yet, they will love this career field,
because they know they will be contribu-
tors to a great cause. They will protect
the natural wonders that Floridians
treasure and they will protect the people

who have entrusted them with that mission.
When natural or man-made disasters strike, they will be

among the first to move in to rescue survivors and maintain
law and order.

It’s a great honor to welcome them to the FWC. They are
simply the best. 

(See Editor’s Note Below.)
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“The physical tests...
on top of the mental
challenges and
discipline standards
of the FWC academy
transform these
recruits into an elite
force to carry out
their awesome
mission.”

Subscribe to Florida Wildlife today!
Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________

Gift Subscription
Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________

Gift Message______________________________________

________________________________________________

Special Introductory Rate (valid until December 15, 2006)
____ 1-Year (6 issues)     $19.95 $15
____ 2-Year (12 issues)   $39.95 $30
____ 3-Year (18 issues)   $59.95 $45

Add $5 per year for each subscription mailed outside the U.S.
Total ___________

____ I’ve enclosed a check or money order
____ Please charge my Visa or MasterCard

Name on Card ____________________________________

Card Number______________________________________

Security Code Number _____________________
3-digit code after the last four digits of your credit card number,
located on the back of the card in the signature field.

Expiration (mm/yy) ________________________________

Signature ________________________________________
Make checks payable to: Florida Wildlife Magazine

Mail to: Florida Wildlife Magazine
P.O. Box 6150, Tallahassee, FL 32314-6150

Editor’s Note: I have personally been a longtime subscriber to Florida
Wildlife Magazine. If you like the outdoors, this is the publication for
you. I recently ran across the above article and thought it epitomized
the training, dedication, and expectations of FWC Officers. This is a
good example of the training and duties of State Law Enforcement
Officers. We thank the Commission for giving us permission to reprint
this excellent article on our FWC Officers. Gator wrestling, anyone?


