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A ccording to a report by the Associated Press, so-
called Jane Doe rape kits will be given to rape
victims who may be too afraid or too ashamed to

go to police.
The kits will allow the victims to undergo an emergency

room forensic rape exam. The evidence will be kept on file
in a sealed envelope so the victim will have the option to
press charges at a later date.

The new federal requirement that states pay for Jane
Doe rape kits is aimed at removing
one of the biggest obstacles to
prosecuting rape cases—some
women are so traumatized that
they don’t come forward until it is
too late to collect hair, semen or
other samples.

“Sometimes the issue of
actually having to make a report to
police can be a barrier to victims,
and this will allow that barrier to
cease,” Carey Goryl, executive
director of the International
Association of Forensic Nurses told the AP in a recent
interview. “Victims can now wait and think about it before
deciding whether to talk to police.

The practice is already in effect at some health clinics as
well as colleges and hospitals around the country. The
program has also been in effect in the state of Massachusetts
for some time.

However, many jurisdictions refuse to cover the

estimated $800 cost of a forensic rape exam unless the
victim files a police report.

So, beginning in 2009, states will have to pay for Jane
Doe rape kits to continue receiving funding under the
federal Violence Against Women Act.

The loss of that funding will mean less money for things
like women’s shelters and law enforcement training.

Emergency rooms usually use a rape kit to collect
evidence for use by police and prosecutors.

Rape kits involved collecting
microscope slides, boxes and
plastic bags for storing skin, hair,
blood, saliva or semen gathered by
a specialist nurse.

What makes a Jane Doe rape
kit different from an ordinary rape
kit is that it’s sealed with only a
number on the outside of the
envelope to identify the victim.
Police do not open the envelope
unless the victim decides to press
charges.

The FBI has recommended such an option since at least
1999.

“The idea is to collect the evidence now, while it’s still
there,” Scott Berkowitz, president of the national Rape,
Abuse and Incest National Network, told the AP.

According to the U.S. Justice Department, 272,350
sexual assualts were reported in 2006.

Career Issues From

Feds Say States To Pay For Jane Doe
Rape Kits

FLORIDA PBA OFFICES

Any PBA member seeking assistance or legal service can go to
any PBA office throughout the State!
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NORTHWEST
FLORIDA CHAPTER
163 East Burgess Road
Pensacola, FL 32503

850.505.9900 � 1.800.290.1009
FAX: 850.505.9841

PINELLAS COUNTY PBA
14141 46th Street N, Ste. 1205

Clearwater, FL 33762
727.532.1722

1.877.968.7722
FAX: 727.530.4816

TAMPA PBA
3010 North Boulevard

Tampa, FL 33603
813.228.8900

FAX: 813.223.3069

WEST CENTRAL
FLORIDA PBA

412 E. Madison Street, Suite 1102
Tampa, FL 33602-4618

813.225.1300 � 1.800.267.9201
FAX: 813.225.1344

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA CHAPTER
2075 Main Street, Suite 4

Sarasota, FL 34237
941.366.1436 � 1.800.817.2677

FAX: 941.366.1447

STATE CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS
CHAPTER

486 North Temple Avenue
Starke, FL 32091

904.964.4442 � 1.800.706.2677
FAX: 904.964.6154

COASTAL FLORIDA PBA
1162 Pelican Bay Drive

Daytona Beach, FL 32119
386.304.2393

1.800.625.5451
FAX: 386.788.2126

CENTRAL FLORIDA
CHAPTER

7429 W. Colonial Dr.
Highland Lakes Town Ctr.

Orlando, FL 32818
407.522.3696

1.800.823.5355
FAX: 407.522.3699

PALM BEACH
COUNTY PBA

2100 N. Florida Mango Rd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

561.689.3745
1.800.775.0911

FAX: 561.687.0154

BROWARD COUNTY PBA
2650 West State Road 84
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312

954.584.7600
FAX: 954.583.0405

DADE COUNTY PBA
10680 PBA Memorial Blvd.

Doral, FL 33172
305.593.0044

FAX: 305.593.1901

FLORIDA PBA OFFICE
300 East Brevard Street

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1218
850.222.3329 � 1.800.733.3722

FAX: 850.561.0192

PETA Would BeSo Proud!Reprinted courtesy of Tampa PBA.

YOUR AGE BY
EATING OUT
Don’t tell your waiter

your age. You’d probably
tell a falsehood anyway,
but your waiter may
know! How? By using the
following formula.

1. First of all, pick the
number of times a
week that you would
like to go out to eat
(more than once but
less than 10).

2. Multiply this number by
2 (just to be bold).

3. Add 5

4. Multiply it by 50

5. If you have already
had your birthday this
year add 1758... If you
haven’t, add 1757.

6. Now subtract the four
digit year that you
were born.

You should have a
three digit number.  The
first digit of this was your
original number. (i.e.,
How many times you
want to go out to
restaurants in a week.)

The next two numbers
are YOUR AGE!

THIS IS THE ONLY
YEAR (2008) IT WILL
EVER WORK, SO
SPREAD IT AROUND
WHILE IT LASTS.


